openIRV

In the UK we typically use about 65% of our gas for just one thing: heating our homes (at a
cost of more than £500 a year, on average). This means that it is relatively straightforward
to make substantial reductions in our gas consumption and energy bills. One approach to
gas consumption reduction is zoning: that is, heating different parts of our homes
differently. However, this can be time-consuming and impractical to do manually, and this is
where Open TRV comes in.

OpenTRV

The objective of OpenTRV is to save energy and money by only heating rooms that are
occupied; we like to think of it as providing a cosy warm bubble of heat that follows you
around your home. It is simple to fit in houses with existing a standard gas-fired boiler and a
radiator central heating system. There is more detail about OpenTRV here. OpenTRV is easy
to operate with its main functions controllable with a single button or two. OpenTRV's
target is to help householders halve their room-heating energy use and carbon footprint.

The Development of OpenTRV

OpenTRV has been developed by Kingston-upon-Thames resident Damon Hart-Davis, and
recently won third prize in the British Gas Connected Homes competition for innovative
products and services in the home energy sector. OpenTRV has been tested extensively by
Damon in his own home, and early-stage prototypes are now up and running in four other
homes. The next stage in the development of OpenTRV is to install early-stage prototypes in
further homes, where it can be trialled over the rest of the winter, with a view to further
improving its features and functionality. We want your feedback to improve OpenTRV!

What'’s Involved?

First, one of the OpenTRV team will pay you a visit fairly soon to tell you more about the
system. If you are keen, OpenTRV can be installed there and then, or later if necessary.
Further support can be provided as required. At the end of the heating season the team will
uninstall OpenTRV and return your heating system to its previous state.

Ideal Households
e Houses with a single mechanical thermostat for the whole house, TRVs already
installed, and a boiler no more than about 10 years old
e Houses where there are no problems keeping the place warm enough
e No very elderly, young, ill or otherwise vulnerable occupants
e Occupants prepared to put up with our technology being a little bit buggy, and not
frightened of buttons and some flashing lights

For further information, please contact Damon at: opentrv@opentrv.org.uk
Also see the Quick Start Guide.
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